SOME PEOPLE 
RUB ME THE 
WRONG WAY 


It is currently the 31st of July, 2022 at 2:49 pm. Yesterday night, | went to go see an 
awesome school play that a friend of mine was in, and it's based off a movie about a 
shoe salesman taking his uncle on a trip to Monte Carlo for $6 million. It was a great 


time! It is also day #73 of my Jon Arbuckle hyperfixation. 


Wow, my 20th entry in this series! That's... pretty impressive! But it's pretty shocking 
that there's only 20 so far, it really feels like there's been a whole lot more considering 
we're almost halfway to day fuckin' 80, Jesus! But it's exciting, and it's right in time for 


quite a special topic (i swear i say that in every other entry)... 


You see that strip | have displayed up there? It may looks unremarkable to you; it's just a 
regular old Garfield strip. You may recognise the time it was published, and you may 
even have some memories associated with this strip, whether you grew up reading it in 
Garfield comic books or have simply seen it before. And those observations are all fine 
and dandy, but there's something else about this strip that | want you to focus on. Got 


an idea? 


It's about the man. Not Jon, but the man standing right beside him. That unfamiliar yet 
also familiar looking man who can be seen petting Garfield incorrectly. He kind of looks 
like a member of The Beatles, but he also kind of looks like... someone else. Someone 


that I've definitely seen before many times... But this person is different, way different. 


That person, fellow reader, is known simply as Frank, and this strip, published on the 
25th of January, 1980, is his first and only* debut in the Garfield canon. He looks pretty 


unremarkable, right? Just a normal one-off character created specifically for a punchline 


that would never been seen again. 


Or, at least, that's what he'd like you to think, for | have a theory, a very dark theory that 
this man is the culprit. The culprit of what, you ask? This man is the one who 
KIDNAPPED Lyman and caused his tragic disappearance, FRAMING Jon by controlling 
the media to say that it was HIM who had Lyman locked in his basement and getting 


away with it! It was all him, | tell you! HIM!! 


So you're probably thinking "That's fucking insane, Jeremy, what the fuck". Some of you 
may even have your finger hovering threateningly over the call button for the Funny 
Farm. But hear me out! | have some reasons for why | think Frank is at least suspicious 
at best, and a cold-hearted kidnapper at worst! But before | get straight to the crazy 


bits, let's at least start by providing more context, yeah? 


Lyman, God bless his soul, has been missing for 30 or so years, his last regular 
appearance being in 1983 before he stopped appearing in person altogether in 1998, 
only seeming to exist in the memory of the ones who were compassionate and worried 
enough to remember our fallen hero, lingering solemnly in the fog of our brains like a 
troubled ghost. From then, he's been mentioned from time to time by Davis, one time 
even providing funny reasons for Lyman's disappearance. Keep this list of reasons in 
mind, we're going to need them later. 


For years, Lyman was completely absent, as if he never existed in the first place, and 
slowly over the years, more people started to notice, and more people began to ask 
why, with the worst of them possibly being Jon himself, as without Lyman, Jon's 
descent into mental instability became more and more apparent. Then, on the 14th of 
September 2012, after years and years after our beloved mustached fellow slipped 
away from between the panels of the strip, we got an answer, and it was called 'Long 


Lost Lyman’, a four part special episode of 'The Garfield Show’. 


You've probably seen the episode by now. Jon watches a show about this cryptid called 


the Zabadu, he and Odie reminise about Lyman, then they go on a search for him and 


eventually find the bloke. So problem solved, right? We finally got the answer we've all 
been waiting for. Lyman is perfectly fine and dandy, he's just been lovingly cosplaying as 
a creature on some place in my home country for years, and we finally got to see our 
boy again... right? 


There's a theory many Garfield fans have about this episode, and it's that the Lyman 
seen in this episode of The Garfield Show... isn't actually Lyman. And listen! The two of 
them look COMPLETELY different! | went onna tangent about this in Entry 17, but | 
SWEAR, that man isn't Lyman! And the most telling thing is the eye shape. There's no 
way in Hell that you can fool me into thinking that this "Lyman" fellow is the man we 
knew and still love to this very day, no! You cannot convince me! That man is a FAKE, a 
PHONEY, an IMPOSTOR! That's not Lyman, that's... That's Liquid Lyman! 


What does any of this have to do with Frank? Well, probably nothing, but | have my 


SUSPICIONS... 


We all know Lyman disappeared in the early 80s, and guess who decides to show up 
three whole years before Lyman stopped showing up? Frank. And there's something 
about him that, you could say, "rubs me the wrong way". Look at how similar he looks to 
Lyman! If you took away Lyman's facial hair, he would look pretty darn close to ol' 
Franky here, wouldn't he? Frank looks so similar to Lyman, in fact, that when | 
remembered reading this strip as a child, | had completely forgotten about Frank and 
replaced him with Lyman in my head. And maybe you could chalk that up to a simple 
misremembering, but that really says a lot about Frank's similarities to Lyman, doesn't it? 


Almost as if he was trying to... replace him? 


Oh yeah. I'm going there. Frank, you are mighty suspicious. Why else would you just 
casually show up unannounced and just happen to also be Jon's friend? You know that 
spot was already filled, yet you waltz into Jon's living space with your suspiciously 
Lyman-looking haircut. But you made one mistake, and that was laying your hand on 
Garfield in the first place. You made one crucial mistake that not even Lyman could 


make: petting Garfield incorrectly. And that brings me into my next point! 


| have a sneaking suspicion that Garfield had a sneaking suspicion about Frank's 


sneaking suspiciousness! You see, the punchline Garfield lays on the strip, that last yuk 


Davis often relies on to get a chuckle of out of a reader, is a message. Frank not only pet 
Garfield wrong (choosing to stroke Garfield near the tail, a place of discomfort and 
irritation for many cats), but there was something so undeniably wrong about him that 
Garfield felt endangered. Cats typically will only attack people like that if they feel 
incredibly threatened, endangered or afraid, and compared to how Garfield beats up 
Jon, only really giving him a slap or a couple of scratches, Garfield REALLY fucked Frank 
up, proving that Garfield felt really threatened by Frank's presence. So, "Some people 
rub me the wrong way" could be seen as a... zeugma? Do | have the right word? Wait, is 
it a zZeugma or a pun? Probably actually a pun... Or maybe it's neither of those and | 

have no idea what I'm talking about and you should ignore me. But regardless! Garfield's 
statement has two meanings, and he knows something's up with Frank. And right he is. 


All you'd have to do is to look into Frank's eyes to get the answer. 


No, seriously. Look at Frank's eyes in the last panel! They're completely different! Do 
you see how they have a bulging circular shape like Jon's? How they have white bits? 
Something funny's going on, and it's with Frank's eyes, man. And I'm ruling out the 
possibility of Frank's suddenly changed eyes is simply an expression of pain or suprise, 
look at the second panel. That is the expression characters with dotted eyes make when 
they are shocked, and just look at Lyman or Irma, they do it too! Oh yeah, Frank does do 
this, but that doesn't explain how the biology and shape of his eyes completely shifted 
and transformed! Garfield must've fucked Frank up good to do THAT amount of 
damage that Frank's eyes changed completely! Eyes don't just... do that! Which means 
that Frank was either scratched up so badly by Garfield that his eye shape changed, or 
Frank was wearing a disguise! 


| mean, there is a butler in the August 20th 1981 strip who looks suspiciously very, very 
close to Frank, say for the hair being slightly different. In fact, this bit of info is even 
referenced on the Garfield wiki in a list of minor characters, Frank being one of them! 
And considering the eerie, borderline inhuman anomaly that is Frank's eyes suddenly 
shifting, I'm willing to bet that the butler is actually Frank, and that he has been stalking 
Jon and Garfield on their way to this random unnamed vacation spot. | bet he doesn't 
even work there officially, he just showed up one day to get back at Jon by poisoning 


that burger he's eating. Scum. 


So... With all that said, you're probably still wondering what all of this shit has to do 
with Lyman being kidnapped. Well, remember when | mentioned that Jim Davis 
provided comedic reasons as to why Lyman disappeared from the strip? Well, this has a 
lot of importance, because the very last one mentioned is, and | quote, "Don't look in 
Jon's basment!". This is quite a popular line that a lot of fans like to attribute to Jon 
kidnapping Lyman and trapping him in his basement, and while Jon indeed does have a 
basement (he even tripped down its stairs once in a strip), Jon wasn't the one who 
trapped poor ol’ Lyman down there! No, Jon would never! Jon may be a little off the 
deep end when it comes to his mental state, and Jon does indeed have a kill count from 
when he ran over that mime, but Jon going as far as to kidnap his own best friend and 
keep him trapped in his basement? Absurd! In fact, I'd like to briefly talk about another 
piece of Garfield media that many have cited when it comes to the topic of Lyman, and 


that's a flash game called Garfield's Spooky Scavenger Hunt. 


In this game, you play as Garfield to retrieve donuts from a spooky mansion for a prize. 
Right outside the mansion, you can find poor Jon shivering outside in the cold, and he 
looks to be in a near catatonic state. He's sitting in the fetal positon, and his face is one 
of both fear and absolute shock. His eyes are wide, unblinking and almost listless, and 
you can tell the poor guy has seen some shit. And what shit has Jon seen? Why, he saw 
his own best friend Lyman trapped inside the basment, of course! When you interact 
with Jon, he'll give you some tips, including the fact that Lyman likes muffins. From 
there, it can be inferred that Jon was terrified out of the mansion and sits outside, afraid 
of what lies beneath... And what lies beneath is FRANK! And you know why!? Because 
Lyman can be found in several different states thoughtout the game! Alive, held captive, 
and then DEAD, his decapitated head stuffed in an oven! And ON TOP of that, I'd go as 
far as to say that this game secretly hides the story of Lyman's dissappearance caused 
by FRANK HIMSELF! First, Frank kidnapped Lyman and took him to a spooky scary 
mansion, luring him in with his.... manipulation and DRUGGING him, starving him and 


cooking him! The man's a cannibal! The man's a FREAK! 


But how did he escape detection! Well my friend, Frank, in a twist of pure backstabbery, 
went and FRAMED poor innocent Jon Arbuckle! Frank was still in that mansion, which 
is why Lyman ended up dead so quickly and why Jon was so scared of going in there, 
because he was afraid of FRANK!!! FURHTHER MORE! Frank got that misinformation 


out to Jim Davis himself and spread the lies and anti-Jon propaganda, then fled to 


Australia to become the Zabadu to cover up Lyman's disappearance! It- It all makes 


sense!! Too much sense!! And there is no reason | should have my doubts, | mean- | 


the Zabadu, and when Jon finally found """Lyman""", Frank had to act like him in order to 
FOOL poor Jon, poor manipulatable Jon, and we've never seen the bloke since. Even 
now, Frank could be planning his evil scummy plans to KILL Jon and finally obtain Odie 
and Garfield!! I'm onto something, | KNOW I'm onto something! Frank, Frank, | know 
what you did, and | won't let this information go to waste. Frank, you are a monster, a 
freak, a cannibal and a murderer. You will face retribution for your actions eventually, 
and Lyman will finally see the light... 


Alright, alright, that's enough. All stupid corny jokes aside, | really do find Frank quite 
suspicious. The way his appearances have always been quite mysterious to me, his eye 
shifting thing, and how Liquid Lyman exists are all very suspicous, but because of a lack 
of evidence, it's inconclusive. But who knows, maybe Frank did do it, and maybe Davis 
is sitting shaking his fist at his desk yelling "Darn! | thought he'd never find it out!", but 
that seems pretty unlikely. | think we all just miss Lyman that we come up with all these 


crazy stories as to where he went, and really, we all just want closure. 


Feel free to adopt this silly Frankspiracy theory of mine. | like thinking about it just 
because of how silly it is and how weird Frank seems. I've got my eyes on you, Frank... 


Last edited at 5:48 pm. Still don't know what a zeu-whatsit it. 


